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1 Values & Engages Adolescents

Engaging Themes

Real-World Connections

Eye-popping Visuals
To promote discussion and include all learners

To prompt inquiry and interest in real-world issues

Contemporary Issues
to promote social responsibility



Students construct and 
deconstruct examples of real-world
media such as web pages, movie

posters, and advertising

Students practise and apply
speaking skills and strategies

using different forms of 
oral communication

MEDIA LITERACY

ORAL COMMUNICATION

2 Comprehensive Ontario Curriculum Coverage

• Media CD
includes 
links to a
Pearson site with
internet-based
activities and
authentic media forms

• Designed to enhance the use of the
Students Books and media literacy learning

Students are able to 
experience first-hand how
words and images can 

influence the 
thinking of others



WRITING

READING

Students set a 
purpose and apply

comprehension
strategies before,
during, and after

reading

Students use writing 
strategies to create their
own writing samples to

include in their portfolios

Students respond 
to selections

Students build 
vocabulary

Students apply what 
they have learned to 

additional writing, media
literacy, and oral 
communication 

activities

Students connect the reading
focus to their writing



3 Differentiated Instruction

INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE STUDENT RESOURCES

IN THE STUDENT BOOK

A variety of genres,
design presentations
and activities to
appeal to a wide
range of student
interests, preferences,
and learning styles

Reading levels for
guided practice and
independent reading
from 2 levels below
grade to 1 level above
grade to suit a range
of reading abilities

Photographic and 
graphic content for the 

visual learner

Opportunities to work in
groups for the social

learner

Activities for the 
kinesthetic learner

Focus on purposeful talk 
for the auditory learner

Selections included 
on audio CD

Discussion to identify 
student readiness & prompt 
connections to prior knowledge 

and experience



INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE TEACHER RESOURCE

IN THE TEACHER GUIDE

A variety of instructional approaches and activities to
meet the needs of a wide range of students

Tools to help teachers get to 
know student interests and 

learning styles

Opportunities for 
flexible grouping

Opportunities for shared, 
guided and independent reading

approaches

Suggestions with each lesson  on
how to adjust instruction to make
learning accessible to all students

Suggestions to
make each lesson
accessible for all

students



3 More Differentiated Instruction

INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE STUDENT RESOURCES

Selections vary
in length, 
reading level
and design

• for more able
readers

• for struggling 
readers

• for boys 

• for reluctant 
readers

In The ACTION Magazine

Selections to engage student interest with media and current world issues

Appeal to a variety of learning styles and abilities



• The ACTION Magazine Teacher’s Guide includes:

–  A range of instructional approaches that can be used with ALL 
magazines, including Guided and Shared Writing lessons, Media
Tracker, and Pair and Independent reading

–  Specific lessons and reproducible line masters for the Introductory
Lesson and the Feature Article, as well as 8 reproducible activities that
support specific selections. These activities integrate values and issues
with reading, viewing, writing, oral communication and representing

INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE TEACHER RESOURCES

In The ACTION Magazine TEACHER’S GUIDE

Information to support
planning instruction

Options for teachers to apply the
instructional approach best suited to

students’ needs



Identifies key indicators of learning
in every lesson and provides a

guideline for observation of student
achievement of learning goals

Involves students in 
metacognition to support their
growth as self-directed learners

ASSESSMENT AS LEARNING:

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING:

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING:

Summative tasks support assessment
and evaluation

4 Manageable and Meaningful Assessment



ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Each Teacher’s Guide includes tools for diagnostic, formative, and summative
assessment, to inform teaching and support reporting requirements.

• The Learner Profile provides indicators to
identify students’ interests and learning styles.

• Student tools include opportunities for goal
setting and metacognition.

• Observation checklists support teacher 
tracking and student learning.

• Assessment Check-Ins for monitoring 
students’ progress.

• Rubrics identify key indicators of learning at
four levels and can be used to monitor student
progress, provide feedback to students about
their learning and guide reporting.



5 Built-in Teacher Support

Two-page lesson plans include:

CHOICE AND FLEXIBILITY FOR TEACHERS

Curriculum Learning Goals

A suggested instructional approach

Before, During, and After format

Suggestions for differentiation

Reflect boxes highlighting 
opportunities for metacognition

Mini-lessons for writing, oral language, 
and media literacy

Sample answers to 
Student Book questions

Curriculum Connections

An Assessment for Learning 
feature to guide observation



Grade 7 Information Media Literary

EcoZone Survive! Persuade Me Speak Out! Find Your Own Path My Choice, My Voice

Reading Recount Explanation Advertising Editorial Short story Poetry

Writing Recount Explanation Review of an ad Editorial Short story Poetry

Comprehension Strategies • Visualize
• Pause and check
• Interpret photographs
• Summarize

• Make connections
• Find clues to word 

meaning
• Pause and check
• Summarize

• Ask questions
• Infer
• Analyze
• Evaluate

• Ask questions
• Infer
• Find clues to word 

meaning
• Synthesize 

• Make connections
• Predict
• Infer
• Analyze
• Summarize

• Make connections
• Find important ideas
• Visualize
• Infer

Media Literacy News  magazines News reports Magazine advertisements Editorial cartoons Movie posters Media brands

Oral Communication Speech Group discussion Oral presentation  
(product promotion)

Debate Personal anecdote Oral presentation 
(poetry slam)

Grade 8 Information Media Literary
Water Wise On the Move Heroes and Idols Cyber Sense Time Will Tell On the Edge

Reading Explanation Report Opinion piece Web posting Narrative (science fiction) Parody/Satire

Writing Explanation Report Opinion piece Web posting Narrative (science fiction) Parody/Satire

Oral Communication Formal Presentation Interview Speaker introduction Audio advertisement Dramatization Monologue

Media Literacy Evaluate and compare
effectiveness

Analyze reliability Analyze audience response Evaluate conventions and
techniques

Analyze purpose and
presentation 

Evaluate Impact

Comprehension Strategies • Ask questions
• Pause and check
• Find clues to word

meaning
• Summarize

• Make connections
• Find clues to word

meaning
• Pause and check
• Summarize

• Ask questions
• Infer
• Find clues to word 

meaning
• Synthesize

• Ask questions
• Infer
• Analyze
•  Evaluate

• Make connections
• Predict
• Find clues to word

meaning
• Analyze 
• Summarize

• Make connections 
• Find important ideas
• Visualize 
• Infer

Text Features and
Literary Elements 

Text Features: 
interpreting information
graphics 

Text Features: 
interpreting primary
sources (e.g., photos,
letters, maps)

Text Features: 
Interpreting media tech-
niques  (e.g., headlines,
captions, photos)

Text Features: 
analyzing sidebars  

Elements of style:
symbolism, analogy,
metaphor

Elements of style:
irony, pun, exaggeration,
juxtaposition

Elements of Writing • Organization
• Presentation 
• Conventions

• Presentation
• Organization
• Conventions

• Voice
• Presentation
• Word Choice
• Conventions

• Ideas
• Presentation
• Conventions

• Sentence fluency
• Voice 
• Organization

• Voice
• Word choice
• Presentation

Cross-Curricular
Connections 

Science and Technology Geography/History Character Development Character Development The Arts The Arts

Text Features and
Literary Elements 

Text Features:
interpreting diagrams

Text Features:
interpreting photographs

Text Features:
viewing and interpreting
features of ads

Text Features:
reading and interpreting
data tables/graphs

Story Elements:
characterization, plot,
setting, theme, 
foreshadowing 

Poetry Elements:
metaphor, simile, 
symbolism, personification,
analogy

Elements of Writing • Organization
• Presentation 

• Organization
• Voice 
• Word choice 

• Ideas 
• Presentation 
• Conventions 

• Ideas 
• Word choice 
• Conventions 

• Sentence fluency 
• Voice 

• Voice 
• Word choice  

Cross-Curricular
Connections 

Geography Science and Technology Health and Physical
Education 

History Character Development Arts

6 Instructional Framework



INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE – Flexible and Supportive of the Gradual Release Framework

Component Read Aloud Modelled Shared Guided
Practice 

Independent

Student Books/CDs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Teacher’s Guides/CD-ROMs ✓ ✓

Action Magazines ✓ ✓ ✓

Novels ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Time-Saver Toolkit ✓ ✓ ✓

7 Using Literacy in Action 

Fostering student independence through Gradual Release
of Responsibility
Each unit is organized into three sections of instruction and includes a unit
performance task.

Explore Ideas Inquiry Question — Activate prior knowledge

Unit Opener — Set learning goals

Sound Off — Talk and discuss through links to media and popular culture

Explore the Text Form

• Read and write to learn and 
practise reading and writing
strategies focused on a specific
text form

Shared Reading Instruction

Teacher Modelling

Guided Practice (4 selections)

Independent Practice (3 selections)

Writing Instruction

Explore Genres

• Read, respond, and compare 
different genres with texts that
relate to the unit inquiry question

Variety of Genres (3 selections)

Oral Instruction

Media Instruction

Show What You Know

• Consolidate understanding

Performance Task



8 Literacy in Action:  Components at a Glance

Teacher’s Guides

• One Teacher’s Guide is provided for each unit, 
including assessment tools, lesson plans, and 
mini-lessons

• Each Guide includes a CD-ROM with modifiable line
masters, graphic organizers, Ontario curriculum 
correlations, and full-colour Student Book pages for
shared instruction

Audio CD Package

• Contains all Student Book selections

• Supports ELL and ESL students

Media Literacy DVD 

• Includes links to a Pearson site with internet-based activities
and authentic media forms

• Designed to enhance the use of the Students Books and media literacy learning

Action Magazines Teacher’s Guide

The Magazines Teacher’s Guide provides instructional support
for all four magazines, including

• A variety of generic instructional approaches

• Lessons and reproducible activities for each magazine

Catholic Perspectives (On-line resource)

• Six Catholic inquiry units link to each of the Student Book
units

• These units link Student Book units to Catholic Social Teachings and Catholic School
Graduate Expectations

Time-Saver Toolkit

The Toolkit supports Literacy in Action and literacy across the curriculum with 

• Transparencies for shared reading and for reading across the content areas

• Line Masters for small group and independent learning

• Word Wizard: An interactive CD-ROM with practice activities in spelling 
and punctuation, vocabulary, grammar, and test preparation



INFORMATIONAL LITERARY MEDIA 

8 Literacy in Action: Components at a Glance

Student Books

• There are three Student
Books, with two units in
each book.

• Each unit spotlights 
a text form and 
comprehension 
strategies along with
explicit instruction in
reading, writing, oral 
communication, and
media literacy

Literary titles 
available 
Fall 2008

Grade 8

Grade 7 Grade 7

Grade 7

Grade 7

Grade 8 Grade 8

Grade 7 Grade 7

Grade 8 Grade 8

Grade 8

Action Magazines

• Four Action Magazines
link to four units in the
Student Books.

• The magazines explore
real-world issues, social
responsibility, and 
critical literacy

Novels

• Two novels link to two units in the Student Books.

• These novels can be used as read-aloud, in literature
circles, or as independent reading



The level of student engagement is fantastic!  More than I have seen with 
anything I have ever used in the classroom. The students cannot wait to dive in
and make connections; to themselves, what they have read and the world
around them. Their enthusiasm is contagious and invigorating.

Mary Mahler, 
Grade 7 Itinerant Literacy / Numeracy Teacher
Halton Catholic District School Board

Once we did the pilot we were hooked! It fits in seamlessly with all the language
things I was already doing and allowed me to refresh and update my program
without feeling like I was re-doing it. The teacher guides are easy to use and the
levelled guided reading has made it much easier to gear my program towards
all levels without anyone feeling "singled out". We love that the new media
strand is covered for all three terms - I am excited to start teaching it in
September!

Jennifer Brace, 
Grade 7 Core Teacher & Physical Education
Peel District School Board

Hear what your colleagues are saying about Literacy in Action.

Two thumbs way up from Pearson’s Student Advisory Team… 

Who reviewed the resource design and identified selections that would best
engage students their age.
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