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Parents have a significant role to play in student learning, in supporting
and reinforcing what is learned in the classroom each day, and promoting
a positive attitude toward mathematics in the home.

Addison Wesley Mathematics Makes Sense provides several tools for
communicating with parents, with a changing emphasis as the learner
matures from grade 2 to grade 3, and beyond.

Home Connections 
Making Sense of...

At Grades 1 and 2 ...in the Student Book

At K to 2 ...in the Teacher Guide

■ Each unit includes a Dear Family letter regarding the upcoming unit
■ Each page presents a Focus statement to communicate the key

learning, and a Home Connection suggestion for further
reinforcement.

■ Between selected units, Math at Home – a tear-out, take-home
booklet – provides a magazine-style family connection with
mathematical information, Canadian trivia, and game suggestions.

■ Look for At Home line masters that provide a summary of the Big
Ideas in the unit, with accompanying activities to reinforce key
concepts at home.

■ In each unit, content-specific Assessment Tools support the teacher
when speaking with parents about children’s progress
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Name: ___________________________   Date: ___________________________

Dear Family,

In this unit, your child will be learning 

about time, temperature, and money.

The Learning Goals for this unit are to

• Understand temperature as it relates to seasons 

and activities.

• Describe and order events, that happen in a day.

• Identify key events, such as birthdays.

• Compare the duration of events, such as

recess and lunchtime.

• Name the seasons and days of the week. 

• Tell time to the hour.

• Make groups of coins up to 10 cents.

You can help your child reach these goals 

by doing the activities suggested at the bottom of each page.

Time, Temperature, and Money

13
UNIT

43

FOCUS

Children talk about the winter scene and discuss

when the activities are occurring, focusing on the

season and time of day.

HOME CONNECTION

Ask your child to describe the illustration. Talk about

how each season affects our activities.
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Students, teachers, and parents are all partners in the learning
process.

– Maggie Martin Connell, Program Author

At Grades 3 and up           ...in the Student Book

■ Learning Goals and Key Words, presented at the start of each unit,
identify the content to be covered for parents as well as students.

■ The Lesson Focus statement, on the first page of each lesson,
identifies the key learning goal for the lesson.

■ Parents can use the Connect section of each lesson to check the key
concepts students have covered in class.

■ Regular At Home features suggest activities for students to do with
family members at home.

Practice and Homework Book for Grades 3 to 8
■ For each lesson, a Quick Review of the key concepts
■ For each lesson, graded practice questions that students can complete

at home
■ Games and activities used for practice when appropriate

Across the Grades
The Pearson Education mathematics website provides parent information
and support.

c)

8. This box has dimensions 2 cm, 4 cm, and 6 cm.
How would you name each dimension?

ASSESSMENT FOCUS Question 7

Write a letter to a friend to explain
the meaning of linear dimensions.
Use words, pictures, or numbers 
to help your friend understand.

Name 2 items in your bedroom
that would be measured in
centimetres. Name 2 items you
would measure in metres.
Explain your choices.
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Fractions of a Whole

Try These

1. Write a fraction to tell what part of each figure is shaded.

a) b) c) 

2. Colour some of the equal parts of each figure.

Write a fraction to describe the coloured parts.

a) b) c)

5 is the 
numerator. 

It tells how many
equal parts are

counted.

5 equal parts are fifths.

or four-fifths 
is shaded.

7 equal parts are sevenths.

or five-sevenths 
is shaded.

3 equal parts are thirds.

or one-third 
is shaded.

1
3

4
5

5
7

Quick Review 

Fractions name equal parts of a whole.

7 is the 
denominator.

It tells how many
equal parts are in 

1 whole.
is a proper fraction.
It represents an amount
less than a whole.

5
7

5
7

of the parallelogram
is shaded.

of the parallelogram
is white.

5
7

2
7
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Practice

Play this game with a partner.

You will need:
➤2 number cubes

➤2 pencil crayons or crayons of different colours

Take turns
➤Roll the number cubes. If the 2 numbers are equal, roll again.

Make a fraction using the greater number as the denominator.

➤Find a figure on the gameboard that can be used to show your fraction.

Use your pencil crayon to colour the figure. Write the fraction.

➤If there is no figure that can be used, you lose your turn.

➤Keep playing until all the figures are coloured.

Stretch Your Thinking

This figure represents         of one whole.

Show what the whole might look like.
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