
Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 1 Resources: 

Student Text 
Student Notebook 

Outcomes:  
8.2.4 Critically examine the factors that shaped the worldview evolving in western Europe during 
the Renaissance  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.8.2 Use skills of informal debate to persuasively express differing viewpoints regarding an 
issue 
8.S.8.3 Elicit, clarify and respond appropriately to questions, ideas and multiple points of view 
presented I discussions 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
8.S.9.2 Examine the values, lifestyles and points of view represented in a media message 
Focus Question: 
In what ways can changing the way society is organized affect a society’s 
worldview? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. Whole Class Discussion - Can you think of any major events in 

society that have changed the way people think? 
 
Explore: 

3.  Whole Class Brainstorm – Draw a concept map on the board with  
     “Effect of Disease on Society” and have students copy it.  Come up  
     with categories of society that would be affected by the question:   
     What if half the people in Canada suddenly died of a terrible  
     disease?  What parts of society would be affected?   
4.  Think-Pair-Share – Students add details to their concept map to  
     explain the effects on each of the categories. 
5. Read together P. 17 ST 

Discuss picture and caption:  How does the picture capture the 
mood?  

 
Exit: 
                   6.  Predict the outcome of such a devastating event on the way people  
                        would see the world if such a thing happened. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
15min. 
 
  5min. 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher Observation:  
    - Observe cooperation in partnership and  
      class activities. 

         - Listen for students’ prior knowledge in  
           predictions 
         - Observe students’ concept maps. 
 

Summative Assessment: 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 2 (allow 2 classes 
~ 90 minutes) 

Resources: 
- Student Text                           - Large paper 
- Student Notebook                   - Markers 
- Black Line master (Venn Diagram) G-2 

Outcomes:  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.1.4 Re-evaluate personal opinions to broaden understanding of a topic or an issue 
8.S.2.3 Analyze the historical contexts of key events of a given time period 
8.S.5.3 Consider the needs and perspectives of others 
8.S.7.2 Develop a position supported by information gathered through research 
8.S.7.5 Organize and synthesize researched information 
8.S.8.1 – communicate in a persuasive and engaging manner through speeches, multimedia 
presentations and written and oral reports, taking particular audiences and purposes into 
consideration 
8.S.8.2 Use skills of informal debate to persuasively express differing viewpoints regarding an 
issue 
8.S.8.3 Elicit, clarify and respond appropriately to questions, ideas and multiple points of view 
presented in discussions 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
Focus Question: 
How does the way society is organized shape people’s attitudes and values? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. Placemat activity – in groups of 4 students determine how our 

society is structured.  (Possible questions:  Who are the people that 
you have to listen to and do what they tell you?  Who do adults 
have to listen to?  How is our society organized? Do we have 
different levels in our society?  Who are the most important 
people?) 

3. Draw a diagram on the back of their paper to represent structure. 
 
Explore: 

4.  Whole Class Discussion – To what extend do you think people at    
     different levels in society have different worldviews? 
5.  Students read p. 18 “A Changing Society” Which would be the best  
     position to be in?  Why?  This should lead to a discussion of criteria   
     for judgment. 
6.  Read P. 18 – 19 “Medieval Country Life” either together or  
      individually, taking note of aspects of country life.   
7.  Students read P. 22 – 23 “Town Life” again making note of aspects  
     of country life.   
8.  Students create a Venn diagram comparing country life to city life.   
     Students add a plus sign, a minus sign, or “N” if they think the item is  
     positive, negative or neither. 
9.  Horse-shoe Debate – As a peasant, it would be better to live in town  
     than in the country?  After debate switch from peasant to noble. 

 
Exit: 

10. Have students reflect on the discussion.  They should record in 
their learning logs their experience in the debate.  Did they alter 

 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
15 min. 
 
 
   
 
  5 min. 
 
10 min. 
 
 
30 min. 
   
 
 
  5 min. 
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their opinions and why 
 
 
Formative Assessment: 

Teacher Observation:  
    - Observe cooperation in partnership and  
      class activities including debate. 

         - Listen for students’ prior knowledge in  
           predictions 
         - Observe students’ Venn diagrams. 
         - Observe students’ reasoning/ 
           justifications/use of evidence in debate  
           situation 

Summative Assessment: 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 3 Resources: 

- Student Text                            
- Student Notebook                    

Outcomes:  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.1.1 – analyze the validity of information based on context, bias, source, objectivity, evidence 
and reliability to broaden understanding of a topic or an issue 
8.S.1.2 – critically evaluate ideas, information and positions from multiple perspectives 
8.S.1.3 – demonstrate the ability to analyze local and current affairs 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
8.S.9.2 – examine the values, lifestyles and points of view represented in a media message 
Focus Question: 
How does the way society is organized shape people’s attitudes and values? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. Review positive and negative aspects of life in the country and town 

for peasants and nobles.  Have them re-read their learning log entry 
from previous lesson then discuss why people changed their 
opinions if they did, or why not if they didn’t. 

 
Explore: 

3.  Read together the “Fast Forward P. 19”.  Discuss “Think It Through”  
     as a class.  Ask students what they think are the duties of a  
     Canadian Citizen. 
4.  Who do you think would value Canadian Citizenship more, someone   
     who was born in Canada or someone who has immigrated to  
     Canada from a country like Columbia or Afghanistan?  Why? 
5.  Do you think that there may have been different opinions about the  
     manorial system depending on who you were in society?   
6.  Read P. 20 with students.  Students do “Think It Through” in a think- 
     pair-share activity.   
7.  Ask students if they think writing is the only thing that can show  
     perspective.  What about images?  What kinds of questions should  
     be ask when we are viewing an image?   
8. Students read P. 21.  With a partner student do the “Try It”  

                        questions.  
 
Exit: 

9. Have students fill out an exit card stating 2 things that they learned 
today and one that they have a question about. 

 
 
 

 

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher Observation:  
    - Observe cooperation in partnership and  
      class activities including debate. 

         - Listen for students’ prior knowledge in  

Summative Assessment: 
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           predictions 
         - P. 19 Think it Through 
         - P. 20 Think it Through 
         - P. 21 Try It 
      Exit Card 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 4 Resources: 

- Student Text                           - Student Notebook                  
Outcomes:  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.2.1 – distinguish cause, effect, sequence and correlation in historical events, including the 
long- and short-term causal relations 
8.S.2.3 Analyze the historical contexts of key events of a given time period 
8.S.5.3 Consider the needs and perspectives of others 
8.S.7.2 Develop a position supported by information gathered through research 
8.S.7.5 Organize and synthesize researched information 
8.S.8.3 Elicit, clarify and respond appropriately to questions, ideas and multiple points of view 
presented in discussions 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
Focus Question: 
How can events change a society’s organization? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. Take up questions from “Analyzing Images” p. 21.  Review 

techniques for reading images (questions to be asked) 
3. How content would you be if you were a peasant?  A noble?  Which 

group would most want society to change? 
 

Explore: 
4.  Have students write down heading “Challenges to the Feudal  
     System”.  Tell students that you will be reading P. 24 – 26 aloud to  
     them.  Ask them to look for and jot down a list of events that helped     
     change society. 
5.  Review with them Peasant Revolt and Black Death to ensure they      
     have the correct and necessary information.  Predict the types of  
     changes that will occur in Medieval society. 
6.  Ask students what the best way to record the differences between  
     Medieval society and the new emerging structure of society.  Probe     

                         for T-chart. 
6. Have students read “Wealth in Society” P. 27.  As they read,  
      students should create a T-chart with Medieval Society in one side  
      and New Structure on other.  Students should record the different  
      ways the two societies were structured. 

 
Exit: 

7. What would you say was the biggest change in the social structure?  
What caused that change? 

 

 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
 
  5.min 

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher Observation:  
    - Observe Information gathering 

         - Listen for students’ background  
           knowledge in predictions 
         - P. 19 Think it Through 
         - P. 20 Think it Through 

Summative Assessment: 
Homework: Over To You P. 28 #2,3,4 
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         - P. 21 Try It 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 5 Resources: 

- Student Text                           - LCD Projector 
- Student Notebook                   - computer image or  
                                                   transparency of Psalter map 

Outcomes:  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.2.3 Analyze the historical contexts of key events of a given time period 
8.S.3.1 – interpret historical maps to broaden understanding of historical events 
8.S.3.3 – construct and interpret various maps to broaden understanding of given topics 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
Focus Question: 
How do religious beliefs affect a society’s worldview? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. To what extent do you think religion plays a role in our society? 
3. To what extent do you think religion affects someone’s worldview in 

our society? 
 

Explore: 
4.  Read P. 29 “A Religious Society” together.  Why did people in  
     Medieval times put up with their harsh lives for so long? 
5.  View image and caption at bottom of P. 29.  Answer question in  
     caption. 

                    6.  Read P. 30 together.  Have students work with a partner to answer  
                         bullet questions.  If possible, project the Psalter Map using LCD  
                         projector or transparency.  A close-up of the map can be found  
                         online at http://www.capurromrc,it/mappel/!0172salterio.html  

7.  Go over map as a class. Refer to notes in TR Unit 1 Teaching Plans  
     P. 25.  They really help.  ☺ 

 
Exit: 

8. What does this map show us about the worldview of people in the 
Middle Ages? 

9. Distribute Values and Attitudes Checklist 8.2 AM-4 to be placed in 
student portfolio 

 

 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
15 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Teacher Observation:  

              - Exploring Sources 
              - Values and Attitudes Checklist 8.2  
                AM-4  

Summative Assessment: 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 6 Resources: 

- Student Text                           - Student Notebook                  
Outcomes:  
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.2.1 – distinguish cause, effect, sequence and correlation in historical events, including the 
long- and short-term causal relations 
8.S.2.3 Analyze the historical contexts of key events of a given time period 
8.S.3.1 Interpret historical maps to broaden understanding of historical events 
8.S.7.2 Develop a position supported by information gathered through research 
8.S.8.4 Offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 Listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
Focus Question: 
How do religious beliefs affect a society’s worldview? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. What is a Hierarchy? 
3. What hierarchies exist in your life?  What is the structure of those 

hierarchies? 
 

Explore: 
4.  Read P. 31 “Church and Community” and P. 32 – 33 “Monastic Life”  
     together.  Discuss advantages of joining a monastery/convent. 
5.  Read and Discuss “Zoom-In” p. 32.  What effect would Black Death  
     have on a monastery/convent?  What problems can you see      
     happening? 

                   6.  Read “Changing Attitudes Toward Religion” P. 34.  List how attitudes  
                         toward religion changing, and what caused the change.  What made  
                         people question religion? 
                   7.  Students create a symbol that represents the power of religion during  
                        the Middle Ages.  Then create a symbol that represents how  
                        attitudes toward religion began to change.  Using 3 – 4 sentences,  
                        explain each symbol.  See also DI questions on P 71 of TR. 
 
Exit: 

8. Share symbols with class. 
 

 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
 
10 min. 

Formative Assessment: 
Symbol and explanation of power of religion 
during the Middle Ages or DI question TR P. 71 
          

Summative Assessment: 
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Daily Lesson Plan 
 
Subject: Social Studies 8 Unit: Renaissance Worldview 
Lesson#: 7 Resources: 

- Student Text                           - Student Notebook                  
Outcomes:  
8.2.3 – appreciate how Renaissance Europe formed the basis for the worldview of the western 
world (C, TCC) 
8.2.4.1 What was the Renaissance? (TCC, LPP) 
8.S.1.2 – critically evaluate ideas, information and positions from multiple perspectives 
8.S.1.5 – generate creative ideas and strategies in individual and group activities 
8.S.2.1 – distinguish cause, effect, sequence and correlation in historical events, including the 
long- and short-term causal relations 
8.S.2.3 – analyze the historical contexts of key events of a given time period 
8.S.8.1 – communicate in a persuasive and engaging manner through speeches, multimedia 
presentations and written and oral reports, taking particular audiences and purposes into 
consideration 
8.S.8.4 – offer reasoned comments relating to the topic of discussion 
8.S.8.5 – listen to others in order to understand their perspectives 
Focus Question: 
What were the main features of the worldview that emerged during the 
Renaissance? 

Time: 

Instructional Activities: 
Engage: 

1.   Post focus question 
2. Review major features of medieval world.  
3. How did it change?  Why? 
4. How do you occupy your free time at home?  What would you do if 

you didn’t have those things that entertain you? 
 

Explore: 
5.  With more money and time how do you think this would affect  
     people’s creativity?  Do you think this happens today? 
6.  Read “New Age” and “Mapping Changing Worldviews” P. 35.   
     students answer questions on own, then discuss as a class. 

                   7.  Students read P. 36 and identify the fields represented by the six  
                        individuals.  What fields are missing?  Would the list be the same in  
                        today’s society?  Why or why not?  Look at historical relevance – no  
                        sports, movie stars. 

8. Give students time to work on the “Explore the Big Ideas” questions  
      on P. 37. 

 
Exit: 

9. Write a statement that expresses the changes that were occurring 
in the emerging Renaissance society.  Share 

 

 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
10 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 
 
 
10 min. 
 
 
  5 min. 

Formative Assessment: 
Geographic thinking (exploring sources P. 35) 
          

Summative Assessment: 
“Explore the Big Ideas” P. 37. 
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