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Weblinks

Canadian Sites

Canadian Government Sites
http://Canada.gc.ca
Statistics Canada
http://www.statcan.ca
Canada Information Office

http://www.infocan.gc.ca
Cable Parliamentary Channel

http://www.screen.COM/cpac
Political Socialization

http://lcweb.loc.gov/lexico/liv/p/Political_participation.html
Politics and Political Decisions

http://www.whitman.edu
US Sites

Current Political News: US

http://www.allpolitics.com
US Federal Government

http://www.whitehouse.gov
US Policy Research

http://www.freedomhouse.org
US Congress

http://www.senate.gov
http://www.house.gov
ADDITIONAL FACTFILES

FACTFILE: In a poll conducted by Leger Marketing in 2002 showed that the confidence of Canadians in Parliament and politicians was dropping significantly while support for using the courts and Charter rights to solve social problems was at an all-time high.

FACTFILE: All political leadership conventions in Canada do the following: choose or affirm a leader, elect the party executive, make amendments to the party's constitution, discuss policy, lure the support of local party organizations, and get as much positive media attention as possible.

FACTFILE: All provincial school systems in Canada deliberately inculcate positive values and attitudes in their curricula about their province, the country, the parliamentary system, the head of state, the police, the flag and the national anthem.

FACTFILE: Most Canadians do not follow politics closely enough to develop well-informed opinions on complex public issues, such as same-sex marriage, peace-keeping operations, parliamentary reforms.

FACTFILE: In Canada, pre-school children learn that a "police officer" and a "prime minister" a powerful but friendly figures--the first recognized sources of authority above parents who must be obeyed.

FACTFILE: In Canada, the family is considered to be the first agent of socialization and many family influences appear to stay with people over a lifetime.

FACTFILE: Schools provide the factual basis for understanding Canadian government, how a prime minister emerges, how a law is passed, how political parties compete for our attention and loyalty.

FACTFILE: "Peer pressure" is really a social psychological pressure to conform with the expectations of a group like us because the group offers credible information to us, rewards our conformity and punishes our nonconformity.

