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ADDITIONAL FACTFILES

FACTFILE: Knowledge, as it was understood prior to the 18th century and the Enlightenment, was thought to be revealed by an external and superior wisdom, not from human-made ideas later to be called ideologies.

FACTFILE: Most Canadians who consider themselves as liberals have never heard of Hobbes or Locke, or read their works to understand their ideas: And Conservatives in Canada could not inform us much about Edmund Burke or Michael Oakshott, both intellectual pillars of contemporary conservatism.

FACTFILE: Leaders are not necessarily motivated by ideology but they are always distinguished because they can influence the behaviour of others, change opinions, and alter the direction of a group or of society itself. 

FACTFILE: Born in Tier, Germany, to prosperous Jewish parents in 1818, Karl Marx earned his Ph.D. in philosophy at the University of Jena.

FACTFILE: Because of his expressed devotion to socialism in the Communist Manifesto published in 1848, Marx was expelled from Germany in 1849 and fled to England where he spent the rest of his life in poverty.

FACTFILE: In Canada women earn on average about two-thirds of what men earn in the labour force and single older women are much more likely than single older men to live their lives in poverty. Does this reflect a class structure in terms of gender?

FACTFILE: Psychoanalyst Erich Fromm drew from Marx to give the concept alienation contemporary relevance in his many books. Fromm believed that alienation would reach crisis proportions as societies rely more on technologies to develop and survive. 

FACTFILE: In Canada, unionized workers have historically gained wage increases, workers' rights and legislated protections, reduced working hours and benefits in occupational health and safety, yet by 2002 only 33 percent of the nonagricultural paid labour force are organized into unions.

FACTFILE: Defining the Québécois as a national entity is complex because the population in Quebec is heterogeneous--19.4 percent of the population in Québec is made up of people whose mother tongue is not French: Jews, Arabs, Anglophones, allophones (people whose mother-tongue is neither French nor English), visible minorities and aboriginal people.         


FACTFILE: Racism appeared as a political ideology when European explorers paved the way for the colonization of Africa and parts of Asia in the 17th century.

FACTFILE: Since the 16th century in the Americas, racism flourished against Indians and all people of colour, taking the form of genocide, ethnocide, segregation, anti-micegenation laws, slavery, exclusion, prejudice and discrimination in education, employment and housing.

FACTFILE: Three major events in the early 1930s contributed to the birth of fascism in Canada--the Great Depression, the prairie drought and the popular spread of communist ideology. 

FACTFILE: Individualist anarchist Ayn Rand (1905-1982) did not want to eliminate government entirely but believed that real governance comes from within a free-thinking individual as self-government.

FACTFILE: The Chinese were excluded from many jobs and denied the right to vote in federal elections until 1947. The Japanese were forcibly detained and expelled from the west coast of British Columbia and had their property confiscated by the government of Canada.

FACTFILE: During the 19th century and the early part of the 20th century, anarchists were the only group restricted from immigration into the United States because their political beliefs included a rejection of the use of force by the state and they advocated  spontaneous mass uprisings against government.

FACTFILE: In the late nineteenth century, women's right to vote was thought of as a revolt against nature itself, whereby women who advocated such a political luxury would as a consequence grow beards and lose their babies.

FACTFILE: No country in the world counts housewives among working women or among the working population, nor are they regarded as contributing to the Gross National Product. 

