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ADDITIONAL FACTFILES AND CROSSCURRENTS BOX

FACTFILE: The nation-states of North America, Western Europe, Australia and Japan are wealthier today than they have ever been, wealthier than any others on the planet, wealthier by far than any societies in human history.

FACTFILE: According to Ray Cline in his World Power Assessment, the United States scores the highest in Critical Mass, Economic Capability, Military Capability and Strategic Will and Purpose. Canada scores in 10th place.

FACTFILE: Russia, by far the largest country in the world, has 26 percent arable land; Canada, the second largest has only 6 percent; China, the third largest country has 11 percent arable land; but the US, the fourth largest country enjoys 45 percent of its territory as arable land.

FACTFILE: In states with a high population growth rate, children represent 40 to 52 percent of the population. The Marshall Islands have the highest percentage of children with 52 percent; Monaco has the lowest at 12.3 percent; and Canada ranks 188th out of 211 nation-states with 21 percent of its population under the age of fourteen.

FACTFILE: Russia, like the Soviet Union of which it used to be a part, is a federal system made-up of 89 separate sub-national units.

CROSSCURRENTS: Nation-States On The Rise As Globalization Is Dead 

John Ralston Saul pronounced the end of globalization and the rebirth of the nation-state while decrying the rising spectre of "old-style" ethnic based nationalism.

Writing in Harper's Magazine in 2004, Mr. Saul, Canada's self-described "public intellectual" and spouse of the Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson--asserted that the world has "scarcely noticed" the collapse of globalization. He holds that "grand economic theories rarely last more than a few decades" The earmarks of globalization, i.e. burgeoning international markets, unfettered capitalism and borderless states are dead.

Mr. Saul's article in Harper's echoes a speech he had delivered in the fall of 2003 in Helsinki. The speech was made during a controversial government-funded circumpolar tour he and the Governor General had taken as Canada's vice-regal head of state.

Saul's anti-globalization speeches were also taken to American universities, Columbia, Yale and Princeton. In them he holds that grand ideologies rarely disappear overnight. For him, thousands have done well out of the belief of globalization and their professional survival is dependent on "continued devotion to the cause of globalization".

Saul writes that globalization materialized in the 1970s when "brilliant" proponents, such as US economist Milton Friedman argued that open markets and lower trade barriers would produce prosperity, turn dictatorships into democracies and bring an end to 20th century nationalism, racism and political violence.

Saul argues that globalization faltered in the mid-1990s, when Latin America, Africa and a good part of Asia discovered "crucifixion economics"--deregulation, deficit-fighting and unfettered capitalism-- caused currency meltdowns and hugh disparities between the rich and poor.

John Ralston Saul says globalization failed to stop ethnic massacres in former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and the Congo, even as international and academic elites proclaimed the irrelevance of nation-states. At the same time, new states are being formed out of the ashes of older ones, economic nationalism is on the rise and governments are consolidating controls over citizens and capital. For Saul nationalism of the best and the worst sort has made a remarkable recovery.

