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Weblinks
Canadian Sites 

Bloc Québécois 
http://www.blocquebecois.org
Canadian Political Parties

http://www.electionscanada.ca
Canadian Action Party

http://www.canadianactionparty.ca
Communist Party of Canada

http://www.communist-party.ca
Conservative Party of Canada

http://www.conservative.ca
Green Party of Canada

http://www.greenparty.ca
Liberal Party of Canada
http://www.liberal.ca
New Democratic Party 
http://www.ndp.ca
Progressive Canadian Party

http://www.pcparty.org
Canadian Pressure Groups

National Right to Life

http:// www.vcn.bc.ca/rrtl/
ProChoice

http://www.prochoiceactionnetwork-canada.org
http://www.nrlc.org
Fair Vote Canada

http://www.fairvotecanada.org
US Sites

Democratic Party

http://www.democrats.org/party/
Republican Party

http://www.rnc.org/
Communist Party, USA

http://www.cpusa.org
The Green Party

http://www.gp.org
The Libertarian Party

http://www.lp.org
US Interest Groups

National Rifle Association

http://www.nra.org
American Federation of Labor

http://www.aflcio.org
Mothers Against Drunk Driving

http://www.madd.org
ADDITIONAL FACTFILES

FACTFILE: John A. Macdonald, leader of the Liberal-Conservative Party (popularly known as the Conservative Party) formed an unlikely coalition in the 1860s with George Brown's Canada West Reformers (a wing of the Liberal Party) to find a solution to Canada's constitutional problems.

FACTFILE: In Canada and the United States political parties are not mentioned in either constitution. The founders of both nation-states regarded parties as dangerous and mischievous.

FACTFILE: Neo-conservatives comprise another camp among members of the Conservative Party who are suspicious of big government and lean towards social conservativism on issues of same-sex marriage, family, religion, and community.

FACTFILE: There are about 1 million nonprofit organizations in the United States, thousands of which are officially registered in Washington as lobbyists.

FACTFILE: The Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) is the umbrella organization of labour, but only about 35 percent of Canada's paid workers belong to unions, and of these only about 65 percent are affiliated with the CLC.

FACTFILE: There are approximately 600 business groups that are actively engaged in lobbying governments in Canada.

FACTFILE: The Boston Tea Party of 1773 saw a group of American colonists protest British taxes by throwing tea into Boston Harbour. Today in the US, many interest groups send tea bags to Congress as a symbol in order to strengthen their lobby.

FACTFILE: All political parties in Canada have constitutions that outline their objectives, structures, procedures and leadership review mechanisms.

FACTFILE: The Parti Québécois was the first party in Canada to adopt a "one-member-one vote" leadership selection process as distinct from a delegate selection process.

FACTFILE: With its many registered and non-registered parties, Canada has more viable political parties than the United States, but fewer than most European states.

FACTFILE: The Conservative Party of Canada floundered for over 30 years after 1935, alienating French Canada, changing party leaders repeatedly, and even adding the word "Progressive" to its name in 1942.

