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ADDITIONAL FACTFILES

FACTFILE: In Canada special arrangements for electors unable to vote because of disability, occupation, or assignment abroad were gradually introduced: postal ballot (1915); advance polling (1920); proxy voting (1970); level access at polling stations (1992).

FACTFILE: After each general election, within 90 days of the return of the writs, the Chief Electoral Office must submit a report to the Speaker of the House of Commons and must publish a report of the official voting results by polling division.

FACTFILE: Based on the 2001 census there are 308 seats in the House of Commons, an additional seven districts to the 301 electoral districts contested in the federal election of 2000, including three for Ontario, two from British Columbia and two for Alberta.

FACTFILE: In Israel before an election, political parties usually submit lists of their candidates, each containing 120 names to correspond with the number of seats in the Knesset.

FACTFILE: About 20 percent of elector information changes every year. Thus Elections Canada must keep the Register open and current between electoral events.                   

FACTFILE: The out-of-power party traditionally holds its convention first, in July of the presidential election year, followed by the party holding White House in August of the same year.

FACTFILE: Eight times in American history a vice-president has become president because of the death of his predecessor and once because of a presidential resignation.   

FACTFILE: In 2004, eleven states rejected by a large margin ballot propositions to allow same-sex marriage and civil unions. Whereas in Canada one by one the provinces were making these unions legal.

FACTFILE: Election 2004 in the US brought out about 60 percent of the qualified electorate to vote, reversing a trend that had hovered around 50 percent for many years.

FACTFILE: Prior to a law against election violence, bribery and intimidation, rival gangs would clash, fatally, as in the election of 1841 in the Montreal riding of Terrebonne, where 7 men met their death as they voted.

