
 

 

 
Literacy in Action Grade 8: A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 

Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L15: The Kayak Early 8 80 

L3: Read Reports   
L4: British Home Children Mid–Late 8 80 

L5: Jewish War Orphans Project; Hungarian 
Revolution Refugees; Vietnamese Boat 
People; The Somali Experience 

Jewish…: Late 8 
Hungarian…: Late 7 
Vietnamese…: Mid 7 
Somali…: Mid 6 

Jewish…: 80 
Hungarian…: 70 
Vietnamese…: 70 
Somali…: 60 

L6: A Closed Door? Early 8 80 
L7: How the Fiddle Flows Late 6 60 
L11: You Have Two Voices   

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
 

L13: Clues in the Attic Mid 8 80 
L12: Medieval Helpdesk Late 6 60 
L13: Gaming Night in Canada Mid 8 80 

Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting L15: Grind Early 8 80 
Heroes and 

Idols 
Text Form = 

Opinion 
piece 

L12: The Breadwinner Early 7 70 

L3: Read Science Fiction   
L4: Perfect Worlds Mid 8 80 

L5: The Jurassic Zone; The Modern Zone; 
The Techno Zone; The Far Future Zone 

The Jurassic Zone: 
Early 7 
The Modern Zone: 
Mid 6 
The Techno Zone: 
Early 6 
The Far Future Zone: 
Early 8 

The Jurassic Zone: 
70 
The Modern Zone: 
60 
The Techno Zone: 
60 
The Far Future 
Zone: 80 

L8: Report on a Museum Incident Mid 6 60 
L10: Very Large Array; Stars   
L12: Technology at the Movies Late 8 80 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L14: The Homecoming Early 6 60 
L3: Read Satire   
L4: Rumplestiltskin Early 8 80 

L5: The Farm Girl’s Father; Wolf von Big 
Baden; Hannah Milner Primrose Red 
Brown; Princess Isabelle von Trifle 

Farm Girl’s…: Mid 7 
Wolf von…: Mid 8  
Hannah…: Early 7 
Princess…: Late 6 

Farm Girl’s…: 70 
Wolf von…: 80  
Hannah…: 70  
Princess…: 60 

L6: Catmopolitan Mid 7 70 
L8: The Bug Doctor Early 6 60 
L10: Into the Ravine Late 6 60 
L11: St. George   
L13: Shaun Majumder Late 8 80 

MAKE 
CONNECTIONS 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 

L15: Priscilla and the Wimps Mid 7 70 



 

 

 
Literacy in Action Grade 8: A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 

Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

L3: Read Explanations   
L4: Water Pressure Early 8 80 

L5: Down the Drain; Water Rising; Whose 
Water? Water Solutions 

Down the Drain:  
Mid 6 
Water Rising: Early 7 
Whose Water? Mid 8 
Water Solutions:  
Mid 7 

Down the Drain:  
60 
Water Rising: 70 
Whose Water? 80 
Water Solutions: 70 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L8: Tracking Trash Mid 6 60 
L3: Read Reports   
L4: British Home Children Mid–Late 8 80 

L5: Jewish War Orphans Project; Hungarian 
Revolution Refugees; Vietnamese Boat 
People; The Somali Experience 

Jewish…: Late 8 
Hungarian…: Late 7 
Vietnamese…: Mid 7 
Somali…: Mid 6 

Jewish…: 80 
Hungarian…: 70 
Vietnamese…: 70 
Somali…: 60 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 

L15: Jenny’s Quest Mid–Late 8 80 
L3: Read Opinion Pieces   
L4: Unknown Solder: Symbol or Hero? Mid 8 80 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L5: The Kielburgers; Nelly; Knut; Elizabeth 
Eckford 

Kielburgers: Late 6 
Nelly: Early 8 
Knut: Early 7 
E. Eckford: Late 8 

Kielburgers: 60 
Nelly: 80 
Knut: 70 
E. Eckford: 80 

L3: Read Science Fiction   
L4: Perfect Worlds Mid 8 80 

FIND CLUES TO 
WORD 

MEANING 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L5: The Jurassic Zone; The Modern Zone; 
The Techno Zone; The Far Future Zone 

The Jurassic Zone: 
Early 7 
The Modern Zone: 
Mid 6 
The Techno Zone: 
Early 6 
The Far Future Zone: 
Early 8 

The Jurassic Zone: 
70 
The Modern Zone: 
60 
The Techno Zone: 
60 
The Far Future 
Zone: 80 

L3: Read Explanations   
L4: Water Pressure Early 8 80 

L5: Down the Drain; Water Rising; Whose 
Water? Water Solutions 

Down the Drain:  
Mid 6 
Water Rising: Early 7 
Whose Water? Mid 8 
Water Solutions:  
Mid 7 

Down the Drain:  
60 
Water Rising: 70 
Whose Water? 80 
Water Solutions: 70 

L6: Your Water Footprint Mid 8 80 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L7: Tidal Power Late 7 70 
L3: Read Reports   
L4: British Home Children Mid–Late 8 80 

L5: Jewish War Orphans Project; Hungarian 
Revolution Refugees; Vietnamese Boat 
People; The Somali Experience 

Jewish…: Late 8 
Hungarian…: Late 7 
Vietnamese…: Mid 7 
Somali…: Mid 6 

Jewish…: 80 
Hungarian…: 70 
Vietnamese…: 70 
Somali…: 60 

PAUSE AND 
CHECK 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 

L6: A Closed Door? Early 8 80 



 

 

 
Literacy in Action Grade 8: A Guide to Strategy-based Instruction 

 

Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

L3: Reading Explanations   
L4: Dynamic Planet X–Y 70 

INTERPRET 
GRAPHICS 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation L5: Down the Drain; Water Rising; Whose 

Water? Water Solutions 

Down the Drain:  
Mid 6 
Water Rising: Early 7 
Whose Water? Mid 8 
Water Solutions:  
Mid 7 

Down the Drain:  
60 
Water Rising: 70 
Whose Water? 80 
Water Solutions: 70 

L3: Reading Explanations   
L4: Water Pressure Early 8 80 

L5: Down the Drain; Water Rising; Whose 
Water? Water Solutions 

Down the Drain:  
Mid 6 
Water Rising: Early 7 
Whose Water? Mid 8 
Water Solutions:  
Mid 7 

Down the Drain:  
60 
Water Rising: 70 
Whose Water? 80 
Water Solutions: 70 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L12: From the Ground Up U–V 50 
L4: British Home Children Mid–Late 8 80 

L5: Jewish War Orphans Project; Hungarian 
Revolution Refugees; Vietnamese Boat 
People; The Somali Experience 

Jewish…: Late 8 
Hungarian…: Late 7 
Vietnamese…: Mid 7 
Somali…: Mid 6 

Jewish…: 80 
Hungarian…: 70 
Vietnamese…: 70 
Somali…: 60 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 

L15: An Island of My Own X–Y 70 
L4: Perfect Worlds Mid 8 80 

SUMMARIZE 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L5: The Jurassic Zone; The Modern Zone; 
The Techno Zone; The Far Future Zone 

The Jurassic Zone: 
Early 7 
The Modern Zone: 
Mid 6 
The Techno Zone: 
Early 6 
The Far Future Zone: 
Early 8 

The Jurassic Zone: 
70 
The Modern Zone: 
60 
The Techno Zone: 
60 
The Far Future 
Zone: 80 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L10: The Water Traders’ Dream   

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L7: The War of the Worlds: The Broadcast Mid 8 80 

L3: Read Satire   
L4: Rumplestiltskin Early 8 80 

L5: The Farm Girl’s Father; Wolf von Big 
Baden; Hannah Milner Primrose Red 
Brown; Princess Isabelle von Trifle 

Farm Girl’s…: Mid 7 
Wolf von…: Mid 8  
Hannah…: Early 7 
Princess…: Late 6 

Farm Girl’s…: 70 
Wolf von…: 80  
Hannah…: 70  
Princess…: 60 

L8: The Bug Doctor Early 6 60 

VISUALIZE 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 

L15: Priscilla and the Wimps Mid 7 70 
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Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

L3: Read Explanations   
L4: Water Pressure Early 8 80 

L5: Down the Drain; Water Rising; Whose 
Water? Water Solutions 

Down the Drain:  
Mid 6 
Water Rising: Early 7 
Whose Water? Mid 8 
Water Solutions:  
Mid 7 

Down the Drain:  
60 
Water Rising: 70 
Whose Water? 80 
Water Solutions: 70 

L6: Your Water Footprint Mid 8 80 
L7: Tidal Power Late 7 70 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L8: Tracking Trash Mid 6 60 
On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
L10: Immigrant Stories Early 6 60 

L3: Read and View Web Postings   
L4: Kate’s Blog—Astroturfing Mid 8 80 

L5: Kate’s Blog—Advergaming; Turning 
Kids into Consumers; Online Scams; 
Typosquatting 

Advergaming: Late 6 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: Mid 7 
Online Scams: Late 7 
Typosquatting: Early 8 

Advergaming: 60 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: 70 
Online Scams: 70 
Typosquatting: 80 

Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting 

L8: The Power of the Net Mid 8 80 
L3: Read Opinion Pieces   
L4: Unknown Solder: Symbol or Hero? Mid 8 80 

L5: The Kielburgers; Nelly; Knut; Elizabeth 
Eckford 

Kielburgers: Late 6 
Nelly: Early 8 
Knut: Early 7 
E. Eckford: Late 8 

Kielburgers: 60 
Nelly: 80 
Knut: 70 
E. Eckford: 80 

ASK 
QUESTIONS 

 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L6: Celebrities as Social Activists Mid 8 80 
L3: Read and View Web Postings   
L4: Kate’s Blog—Astroturfing Mid 8 80 

L5: Kate’s Blog—Advergaming; Turning 
Kids into Consumers; Online Scams; 
Typosquatting 

Advergaming: Late 6 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: Mid 7 
Online Scams: Late 7 
Typosquatting: Early 8 

Advergaming: 60 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: 70 
Online Scams: 70 
Typosquatting: 80 

L9: Hoax Busters Late 8 80 

Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting 

L12: Medieval Helpdesk Late 6 60 
L3: Read Opinion Pieces   
L4: Unknown Solder: Symbol or Hero? Mid 8 80 

L5: The Kielburgers; Nelly; Knut; Elizabeth 
Eckford 

Kielburgers: Late 6 
Nelly: Early 8 
Knut: Early 7 
E. Eckford: Late 8 

Kielburgers: 60 
Nelly: 80 
Knut: 70 
E. Eckford: 80 

L6: Celebrities as Social Activists Mid 8 80 
L7: Privacy? What Privacy? Late 8 80  
L8: Heroes Among Us Late 8 80 

INFER 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L10: Bullied Student Tickled Pink… Early 8 80 
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Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

L4: Rumplestiltskin Early 8 80 

L5: The Farm Girl’s Father; Wolf von Big 
Baden; Hannah Milner Primrose Red 
Brown; Princess Isabelle von Trifle 

Farm Girl’s…: Mid 7 
Wolf von…: Mid 8  
Hannah…: Early 7 
Princess…: Late 6 

Farm Girl’s…: 70 
Wolf von…: 80  
Hannah…: 70  
Princess…: 60 

L10: Into the Ravine Late 6 60 

INFER  
(cont’d) 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 

L11: St. George   

L4: Kate’s Blog—Astroturfing Mid 8 80 

Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting 

L5: Kate’s Blog—Advergaming; Turning 
Kids into Consumers; Online Scams; 
Typosquatting 

Advergaming: Late 6 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: Mid 7 
Online Scams: Late 7 
Typosquatting: Early 8 

Advergaming: 60 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: 70 
Online Scams: 70 
Typosquatting: 80 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
Piece 

L14: Read All About…Who? Mid 8 80 

L6: Follow the Water Early 7 70 

ANALYZE 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L10: Very Large Array; Stars 
  

L3: Read and View Web Postings   
L4: Kate’s Blog—Astroturfing Mid 8 80 

L5: Kate’s Blog—Advergaming; Turning 
Kids into Consumers; Online Scams; 
Typosquatting 

Advergaming: Late 6 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: Mid 7 
Online Scams: Late 7 
Typosquatting: Early 8 

Advergaming: 60 
Turning Kids into 
Consumers: 70 
Online Scams: 70 
Typosquatting: 80 

L7: Selling the  Band Early 7 70 

EVALUATE 
Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting 

L9: Hoax Busters Late 8 80 

INTERPRET 
DATA 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L4: Water Pressure Early 8 80 

L4: Unknown Solder: Symbol or Hero? Mid 8 80 

SYNTHESIZE 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L5: The Kielburgers; Nelly; Knut; Elizabeth 
Eckford 

Kielburgers: Late 6 
Nelly: Early 8 
Knut: Early 7 
E. Eckford: Late 8 

Kielburgers: 60 
Nelly: 80 
Knut: 70 
E. Eckford: 80 
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Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
L15: Jenny’s Quest Mid–Late 8 80 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L12: The Breadwinner Early 7 70 

L3: Read Science Fiction   
L4: Perfect Worlds Mid 8 80 

L5: The Jurassic Zone; The Modern Zone; 
The Techno Zone; The Far Future Zone 

The Jurassic Zone: 
Early 7 
The Modern Zone: 
Mid 6 
The Techno Zone: 
Early 6 
The Far Future Zone: 
Early 8 

The Jurassic Zone: 
70 
The Modern Zone: 
60 
The Techno Zone: 
60 
The Far Future 
Zone: 80 

L6: Follow the Water Early 7 70 
L7: The War of the Worlds: The Broadcast Mid 8 80 
L8: Report on a Museum Incident Mid 6 60 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L14: The Homecoming Early 6 60 

PREDICT 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 
L7: A Coyote Columbus Story Early 8 80 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L11: Harvesting Water Late 6 60 

L7: How the Fiddle Flows Late 6 60 On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
 

L13: Clues in the Attic Mid 8 80 

L3: Read Satire   
L4: Rumplestiltskin Early 8 80 

L5: The Farm Girl’s Father; Wolf von Big 
Baden; Hannah Milner Primrose Red 
Brown; Princess Isabelle von Trifle 

Farm Girl’s…: Mid 7 
Wolf von…: Mid 8  
Hannah…: Early 7 
Princess…: Late 6 

Farm Girl’s…: 70 
Wolf von…: 80  
Hannah…: 70  
Princess…: 60 

L6: Catmopolitan Mid 7 70 

FIND 
IMPORTANT 

(MAIN) IDEAS 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 

L7: A Coyote Columbus Story Early 8 80 
L4: Rumplestiltskin Early 8 80 

INTERPRET 
FIGURATIVE 
LANGUAGE 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 

L5: The Farm Girl’s Father; Wolf von Big 
Baden; Hannah Milner Primrose Red 
Brown; Princess Isabelle von Trifle 

Farm Girl’s…: Mid 7 
Wolf von…: Mid 8  
Hannah…: Early 7 
Princess…: Late 6 

Farm Girl’s…: 70 
Wolf von…: 80  
Hannah…: 70  
Princess…: 60 
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Strategy Unit Lesson 
Reading 
(Guided) 

Levels 
(DRA) 

Water Wise 
Text Form = 
Explanation 

L13: Beneath the Surface Early 7 70 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
L8: People on the Move   

Cyber Sense 
Text Form = 
Web posting 

L13: Gaming Night in Canada Mid 8 80 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L8: Heroes Among Us Late 8 80 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L12: Technology at the Movies Late 8 80 

SET A 
PURPOSE 

On the Edge 
Text Form = 

Parody/Satire 
L13: Shaun Majumder Late 8 80 

L4: British Home Children Mid–Late 8 80 
INTERPRET 
PRIMARY 
SOURCES 

On the Move 
Text Form = 

Report 
 

L5: Jewish War Orphans Project; Hungarian 
Revolution Refugees; Vietnamese Boat 
People; The Somali Experience 

Jewish…: Late 8 
Hungarian…: Late 7 
Vietnamese…: Mid 7 
Somali…: Mid 6 

Jewish…: 80 
Hungarian…: 70 
Vietnamese…: 70 
Somali…: 60 

L4: Unknown Solder: Symbol or Hero? Mid 8 80 
INTERPRET 

MEDIA 
TECHNIQUES 

Heroes and 
Idols 

Text Form = 
Opinion 
piece 

L5: The Kielburgers; Nelly; Knut; Elizabeth 
Eckford 

Kielburgers: Late 6 
Nelly: Early 8 
Knut: Early 7 
E. Eckford: Late 8 

Kielburgers: 60 
Nelly: 80 
Knut: 70 
E. Eckford: 80 

L4: Perfect Worlds Mid 8 80 

ANALYZE 
ELEMENTS OF 

STYLE 

Time Will 
Tell 

Text Form = 
Narrative 

L5: The Jurassic Zone; The Modern Zone; 
The Techno Zone; The Far Future Zone 

The Jurassic Zone: 
Early 7 
The Modern Zone: 
Mid 6 
The Techno Zone: 
Early 6 
The Far Future Zone: 
Early 8 

The Jurassic Zone: 
70 
The Modern Zone: 
60 
The Techno Zone: 
60 
The Far Future 
Zone: 80 

 


